
Join Ver Poets
 Membership £18; Overseas £24

 Full time students: £12

� 3 Newsletters per year

� Concessionary entry to evening meetings

� Entry to members’ competitions

� Attendance at day workshops

Each new member receives:

� Welcome pack, including current
newsletter

� Free critique of 6 poems

 Membership enquiries: Greg Smith

 01582 715817; gregsmith480@gmail.com

Programme enquiries: Simon Bowden

simonbowden33@gmail.com

See website www.verpoets.co.uk

for further details and membership form

Find us on Facebook

Ver Poets
Programme 2017

 Founder: May Badman

 President: John Mole

 Vice-President: Carole Satyamurti

      Sopwell Nunnery
      illustration by Chris Delaney

About Ver Poets
We offer performances of classic and modern
poems, workshops to help you hone your
skills - and the chance to meet fellow
enthusiasts and learn about the fascinating
world of modern poetry. We are a St Albans
based poetry society with a national and
international membership.

Founded in 1966 by May Badman, this poetry
society offers a warm welcome to all, visitors
and members alike. Whether you are keen to
write, or simply enjoy reading  poetry or
hearing it read, you will find much to inspire
and entertain.

Many of our events are held at St Michael’s
Parish Centre, often on the third Friday of the
month:

St Michael’s Parish Centre,

St  Michael’s St, St Albans AL3 4SL

No correspondence to this address

Entry - at the door

£5 non-members; £2 members

Refreshments served at the interval. Open
Mic at most meetings.

Free Parking at Verulamium Museum Car
Park, adjacent to the parish centre.

mailto:gregsmith480@gmail.com
mailto:simonbowden33@gmail.com


Ver Poets Programme 2017
See overleaf for address of St Michael’s Parish
Centre.

Poetry Workshop led by Anna Avebury

St Michael’s Parish Centre
Puffs, Powders, Patches, Bibles, Billet-doux
– the Power of Lists in Poetry

Through a variety of writing exercises, this
workshop will explore the different effects listing
can have in poetry.  Handouts provided - just
bring pen and paper.

What Can You Say in Ten Lines?

St Michael’s Parish Centre

The results of our members-only Ten Liners
competition judged by Hertfordshire poet John
Gohorry. We will read as many of the poems as
we have time for – and hopefully hear some of
John’s poems too.

John Skelton, the first Poet Laureate

St Michael’s Parish Centre
Laura Garratt will tell us about John Skelton, the
colourful, satirical writer who was tutor to Henry
VIII.  There will be a discussion and the chance
to read a poem by a poet laureate of your choice.

Victorian Gems

St Mary's Church, Childwick Green

A celebration of the 150th anniversary of St
Mary's on the Childwickbury Estate, St Albans
AL3 6JU. This beautiful Victorian church
designed by Gilbert Scott (best known for his
work on St Pancras Station) will host an evening
led by Terry Jones featuring poetry of the
Victorian era and religious verse of all ages. It will
include work by William Morris who designed
one of the altar-cloths still in use in the church.

Members' Evening

St Michael’s Parish Centre

This inaugural event is designed to showcase
members' poetry. An opportunity for members
with newly published pamphlets or collections to
showcase their work. Chris Delaney will read
from his newly published pamphlet, Banking
Towards Home.

Sue Sims, editor of PoetrySpace, the online poetry
platform, will talk about the internet and its effect
on poetry: www.poetryspace.co.uk. Readaround
in second half.

Poetry in Translation - with Kevin
Maynard

St Michael’s Parish Centre

Our popular polymath Kevin (of Chinese poetry
fame) will be focusing on poetry in translation
from many languages (mainly, though not
exclusively, European) in this illustrated talk
upstairs at St Michael's. You are invited to bring
any poem in translation that you particularly
admire (without necessarily being able to
understand the original text from which it's been
translated or even having ever come across it).
The emphasis is very much on poems that work
so well in English that you might not even guess
that they'd originated in some other language.

Poetry Afternoon with Tamar Yoseloff

Maltings Arts Theatre, St Albans,
AL1 3HS

Readings of the winning and selected poems from
the Ver Poets Open Competition 2017 followed
by a reading by this year's judge, Tamar Yoseloff
of The Poetry School in London.

She is a winner of the Aldeburgh Prize who has
published several collections. Formerly, in 2012,
she was shortlisted for the prestigious Ted
Hughes Award.  She is recognised as an expert on
the relation between poetry and visual art.


